
CHAPTER 5

EXISTING BLEACHERS, FOLDING AND
TELESCOPIC SEATING, AND GRANDSTANDS

SECTION 501
APPLICATION AND ADMINISTRATION

501.1 Gen eral. Ex isting bleach ers, fold ing and tele scopic seat -
ing, and grand stands that ex ist prior to the adop tion of this stan -
dard shall com ply with this chap ter and the ap pli ca ble
pro vi sions of Chap ter 1. 

Ex cep tion: Tiered seat ing where the top of footboards,
seatboards, aisles and cross aisles are not more than 30
inches (762 mm) above the floor or grade be low, un less
judged by the code of fi cial to rep re sent a dis tinct haz ard.

501.2 In spec tion. All ex ist ing tiered seat ing shall be in spected
and eval u ated at least once a year by a qual i fied per son for com -
pli ance with the pro vi sions of this chap ter. All fold ing and tele -
scopic seat ing shall be in spected to eval u ate com pli ance with
the man u fac tur er's in stal la tion and op er a tional in struc tions, in -
clud ing an in spec tion dur ing the open ing and clos ing of such
seat ing.

501.3 Vi o la tions. Where de fi cien cies are iden ti fied, the owner
shall have un til [DATE TO BE IN SERTED BY JU RIS DIC TION] to
abate the un safe con di tion as deemed nec es sary by the code of -
fi cial.

501.4 Al ter ations. Al ter ations to any tiered seat ing shall con -
form with the re quire ments of this stan dard for new con struc -
tion. Por tions of the struc ture not al tered and not af fected by the 
al ter ation are not re quired to com ply with the re quire ments in
this stan dard for a new struc ture.

SECTION 502
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS

502.1 Struc tural. Ex isting tiered seat ing shall be main tained
struc tur ally sound as fol lows.

1. Com po nents or fas ten ers shall not be bro ken, dam aged,
badly de te ri o rated or miss ing.

2. Ad e quate bear ing shall be pro vided. The struc ture shall
bear uni formly on the floor or ground in a man ner so as to 
safely sup port the struc ture.

3. All com po nents and sys tems shall be in proper work ing
con di tion.

502.2 Du ra bil ity. Ma te rials used in the con struc tion of out -
door in stal la tions shall be weather re sis tant. Where wood is
used, it shall be nat u rally du ra ble or pre ser va tive-treated wood
as de fined in the build ing code or other ap proved ma te rial.
Where fer rous metal is used, it shall be pro tected from cor ro -
sion. Fas teners shall con sist of alu mi num or other ap proved
cor ro sion-re sis tant ma te ri als or shall be pro vided with ap -
proved- cor ro sion-re sis tant coat ings such as cop per or zinc.

502.3 In te rior cor ro sive en vi ron ment. In stal la tions lo cated
in in te rior cor ro sive en vi ron ments, such as those lo cated in
con junc tion with in door pools, shall be cor ro sion re sis tant.

502.4 Spaces be neath seats. Spaces be neath or ad ja cent to
seat ing struc tures shall com ply with the fire code.

SECTION 503
GUARDS

503.1 Re quired guards. Guards shall be pro vided in the fol -
low ing ar eas.

1. Along open-sided walk ing sur faces, cross aisles, stepped 
aisles, ramps and land ings of tiered seat ing ar eas which
are lo cated more than 30 inches (762 mm) above the
floor or grade be low. Such guards shall be not less than
36 inches (1067 mm) high, mea sured ver ti cally above
the lead ing edge of the tread, ad ja cent walk ing sur face or
cen ter of ad ja cent bench seat.

Ex cep tions:

1. Where the up per most seat is lo cated less than or 
equal to 55 inches (1397 mm) above the floor or 
ground be low.

2. Where lo cated ad ja cent to a wall and the space
be tween the wall and the tiered seat ing is less
than 4 inches (102 mm).

2. Un less sub ject to the re quire ments of Item 3, a guard
with a min i mum height of 26 inches (660 mm) shall be
pro vided where the floor or foot board el e va tion is more
than 30 inches (762 mm) above the floor or grade be low
and the guard would oth er wise in ter fere with the
sightlines of im me di ately ad ja cent seat ing. 

3. A guard shall be pro vided for the full width of the aisle
where the foot of the aisle is more than 30 inches (762
mm) above the floor or ground be low. The guard shall be
a min i mum of 36 inches (914 mm) high.

503.2 Open ing lim i ta tions. Open guards shall be con structed
of ma te ri als such that a 4-inch-di am e ter (102 mm) sphere can -
not pass through any open ing.

Ex cep tion: The tri an gu lar open ing formed by the riser,
tread and bot tom rail at the open side of an aisle stair or
tiered seat ing shall be of a max i mum size such that a sphere
of 6 inches (152 mm) in di am e ter can not pass through the
open ing.

503.3 Guard de sign. Guards and their at tach ment shall be de -
signed to re sist the loads in di cated in Sec tion 303.
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SECTION 504
OPEN SPACES AT FOOTBOARDS AND

SEATBOARDS 
504.1 Open spaces at foot boards and seatboards. Where an
open ing be tween the seatboard and foot board is lo cated more
than 30 inches (762 mm) above the floor or ground be low, the
open ing shall be closed with con struc tion such that a 4-inch-di -
am e ter (102 mm) sphere can not pass through. 

Ex cep tion: Where the up per most seat is lo cated less than or 
equal to 55 inches (1397 mm) above the floor or ground be -
low. 
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